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of America, slaves that could be bought and
sold, but still slaves as far as a dependent's full
freedom went.

These slaves were acquired originally by a par-
ent's selling a son into bondage. This practice,
which still prevails in China, is something akin to
the old English indenture system of binding out
a boy or a girl, but it is much more severe. Girls
sold into bondage could acquire their freedom
from this modified form of slavery by marriage.
The boys grew up under varying degrees of re-
straint, and the master had the right even to flog
his bondman for a misdemeanor, although the
flogging had to be done in public and in the
premises of an open temple.

Wen protested vigorously against this system.
It was not in accordance with the teachings of the
classics. No man had a right to enslave another,
even for the time being. Were not the children
of these slaves also born into a sort of bondage?

What right had a parent to bind his offspring?
Even if this bondage, as among the descendants
of the original bondman, became more lax as the
years rolled along, it was still a bondage of that
man's right to full freedom. It was a restraint
prohibited by the classics. And suppose that
finally nothing more were left of this bondage
than the duty to participate in the prostrations of
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